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This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 
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wot fer the Director. 


Pollowing is the report of activities for Yello«stens Hatioeral Park fer 
the month of Deceaber 19.2: 


Geather Conditions. “eather conditions throghout most of Deoenber were 
quite stormy, with considerable precipitation. The heavy onows nade travel 
wery Gi ffieult and it was necessary te operate the snorplows most of the time 
in erder to keep open the roade between Gardiner and Yemmoth, around the park 
headquarters and between Hewmeth and Cooke. The latter rvad was kept open 
for the benefit of Cooke residents and te permit travel betwen Ssomoth and 
the Buffalo Semck in connection with the alk reduction program. ub-sero 
temperatures were recorded, the ainimwm temperature for the sonth being 10° 
below sere on the 26th. The enxioum temperature was 45° om the 20th and 
precipitation amounted to 1.15 inches. ‘There were only 6 cloar days during 
the month, 9 partly eloady and 14 sloudy. 


Snow depths throughout the perk were considerably in execens of last year 
and a comparison at some of the points in the interior cf the parc, as of 
Recenber 51, fellows: 


iglz 2941 
Rest Yoliowstane iy'7 60" 25.0" 
Lemar 16.0" 6.5" 
Galiatin 20.0" 10.0" 
crevices 30.0" 15.0" 
Saet intrenes 30.0" 16,0" 
fewer Palle 20.0" 19,3" 
sig th 10.0" 3.0" 
Old Faithful 52.0" 22.0" 


inh Aebivities. Superintendent Rogers remained in Chicage. where 
he hee ? attend a meeting of park operators and to discuss and 


participate in mtters affecting the Yellorstone, until “ecsmber 15. “hile 
there he was vory active in aiding with problexs affecting the Yellowstone elk 
reduction program. we left for Denver on the 15th, stepping en route in Gushe 
for one day te confer and transact park business with the Segional Direetor 
end his staff. 8 arrived in Denver on the 17th, expecting to remain there 
until about the Lith of January before returning to the Yellowstone. During 
his absences Aesistant Superistendent liemert wae Acting. 
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Aeting Guperintendent smert, secompanied by Meears. Joffe, Bauer, Srrows 
and Evans, met with the "srk County Sed and Gum Glub in Livingston om the 
evening of the 17th te discuss the olk reduction pragran. (mn tecesber 24 « 
was made to Livingeton with Senior Personnel Clerk Bacheth to diseuse 
the medical situation with Dr. “indwor and on fecember 29 « trip wae made to 
the olk hunting ares outelde of Gardiner with Awting Chief Hangar Jarrews. 


i 


The gasoline rationing went inte effect om Deseebor 1 ani the travel of 
: residents will be greatly restricted hereafter. The clesest community, 
euteide of Gardiner, ie 63 wiles fran park headquarters so thet only fow trips 
ean be made even se far ac Livingeton on the allowable ration. The Yellow 
etome Kationing 2oard wonsietea of 1. 3. Commiswloner T. "awl “Lleom, Chalrwan, 
Park Beteraliet ¢. Mex jauer and Chie! ltunger Yranele 0. latous. Mire. Wileox 


H 


The elk reduction progran cogupivd a great dual of the time of practically 
euployess snd it wee particularly diffieult to keap the «ef fiee work ourrent 
a shortage of personnel, s\ekmas, aud inoxperienced omployews (11 ling 
the pesitions. ihe wigiaal proposal of giving the elk ment to the 
Ssloention sutherities for the Japanese caused « culuge of eomplelabe 
spertemene organisations, wilens snd others and thy park: reevived a let 
unfavorable eritiecisa. Sewever, “hen the Contam Stehe Pieh and Game lee 

agreed te take the meat and arranges for lie disposul the ori tieles 
ided and the elk reduelion program progresced very farerebly. The un« 
ly severe weather, anew sonditicus aud sumerous storas drove large bands 
@lk out of the park and the kill by hunters wae groster ther hee been ex~ 
at sony time since the elk redwetion progran first got underway In 
» ond so far ae the recortiioa show sines 191>. The ability of a lerce number 
hunters te get their elk aloo aided materially in reducing the critielen ef 
elk redustion program. The actual killing in the park by Park Pangers 
don Dececbor 12. The vontann Ghete Fish and Gene Departeent crew ar~- 
rived on Cecexbor 17 to start dispoen? of tho enreneser slietted to thea. 
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The Sixth Esgistratbion wider the fslective ferrice Act fer youths whe 
hed reached the age of 18 simee duly 1, 192 aterted on December I) bat by 
the end of the month there mee only one regiatration im the peri. 


Yellowstone fark underwent tta first preetics blackout from 9 to 9120 
Pete on December 1), The entire Meamoth comunity was totally blacked out 
through the pulling of the master ewiteh xt the power pliant. Similar praetice 
vlackeutsa were conducted ebowt the eame time in nine “wevern States. 


As traveling by public carrier was restricted for exployces taking leave 
during the lest belf of Gecemter, scat of the park employess remained at thelr 
homes. Special holiday activities were provided, consieting of « special pre- 
gram in the Canteen given by the scheel children on the evening ef Deoanber 
23, with a wisit oy dente Claue end the distribution of gifte, & danee in the 
Canteen om the night of Deeeuber 26 end Ghristwas Church Services in the 
Gupel on the 25th. Carol singers serenaded all heees on the evening of the 
22nd. A Sew Your's dimmer and special program was held is the Severnsent Mose 
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Qn Gecanber 31 the park reegived notice that beginning Jenuary 2, dat~ 
urday would be « full work day and the Gaturdey half-holiday would be dle~ 
eontinued until further netics. 


, 3 ‘eologionl Survey, Soise, 
in Secerbe Raines’ task mite in Deoex~ 
cae ip tn aomeeuion with the lk reduction program. Archie MoTaggart, Special 
Salvage luwestigeter for Mortena, mr Preduetion Seard, Sutte, in “ecember 22 
te discuss eulvaging the Meumeth dump. liv informed us that 1¢ was neeeasery 

to close down the setivitios of ite @.).4. erews whe wore working on the dump. 
Resident | avehitest Genford £111 departed on Deeeber 11 for asatgn~ 

meant to the Region fwo Office tn Geshe, 


iueveye. The Sngineering Sewtion wie engaged almost on- 

fively % * Curing the month. A mwaher of fimal reperta vere come 
pleted end matied | ven the Regional Office. ome tines wae agent om the *.C.”. 
program, preparing dete for the on~the-ehelf program. 


A new tepegraphic map of the south extrance wax completed emi the hard 
sony mailed to the leglonmal Office. 


nk & Se press releases were isoued from the park during the month. 
pret a in ganmoetion with the alk reducbion progres were furntehed 
the Oreat Palle tribune for use in connection with an article which they expect 
te ron on this subject, the article to be furnished by the vemtena State Fish 
emi Gene Sepertment. finilar pletures ware aleo furniahed “Lillem Kush, forner 
Wetienal Mark Service end forest Jervice gase wtudy expert, for on artviole 
whieh he was te prepare on the olx reduvtion pregran. ‘ietures «ef range son- 
ditions end the elk reduction progres were slao furnished the Girewotar's Af- 
flee for uee in connection with sane articles to bu prepared by Ur. Cuhalane. 


oad Yaintenence, Tho maintenance force sansisted be erage ng 
teo laborers. They aaeieted in snow removal on the (ardiner- o0ke read, fur- 
nishing the extre mm to ridw the snowplew. fire hydrants in the Vexmeth area 
had to be repeatedly cleared of snow and ies. 


Snew wa unuewlly heavy during the wonth, which, together with the elk 
slaughtering program in the pers, made it necessary te keep ome enewpley run~ 
ning meat of the tine. 


Park mtora. ‘ho general store at ctmoth remained epem thraughout the 
morrbhs Maemeth residents. fe other operations were underway in 


the vert. 


Vielters. tr. J. Ge Borarleni, Gr. @ G. Yedova amd “r. Simer OS. Miillipe, 
of the Vattenn State Mish snd Gase Departwent, in december 5 te diseuse elk 
redusbion program. tr. @ofarland and ir. Phillipe returned on Uecumbor lf for 
oe further discussion of this matter. Germerd Sing ani dnok Share of the 
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Recky Rountain Spertamens Aeeeclation, Butte, and Gi Magen, Umien Leader of 
Butte, in Devenber 15 to protest elk sleughter in park. 


rating Jovernaental | o1g8. 


ke contract work was underway during 


Hore of repairing the fire damage to Sewneth quarters 
atistectorily, Muishing and painting being the eajer 


ring the month of Decenbe Léa fer the sane month in 1911, 
en inorease of 19 or 4.1%. Fur the travel year first entry cara showed a lees 
of 1654, or -y9.64 and re-entry care showed a lose of 337 or -57.14. There was 
a lees of 1991 care or -50% and a loss of 721, persona entering via moter 
wehiole or 37.2%. 


Ranger Service. The elk reduction pregren constituted the greater part 
of the rangere’ work fer the nenth, however, such huxting activity teok place 
along the north line in the Gerdiner region ani 14 wie neseesary to maintain 
regular patrols in that area. 


The Seohler Kiver tenger Stetion was closed fer the winter on December 
15 and this area will be patrolled from the “ost Yellowstone Uistriet for the 
rumainder of the winter. 


At the close of the month the ranger forve had 10 vacameiae but it te 
expected that three of these positions «may be fliled early in damuary 1913. 


“lice Protection. Bo law enforcement cases were held during the nonth 
of . 


Wildlife *rotection. Buffale. the largest mutber «of buffalo counted 
in the lamer area wae 374 on lecembor 7. ‘the following dny 150 were seen near 
Slough Creek in the Lemar Valley. Sanll bunches have been eheerved im the 
vieinity of Tower Falla, Hellroaring and Lava Creek. 


Twe bolle fran the park herd appeared outeide the park above Deckard fiat 
and one injured a horee belonging te the operator of « hunting camp. GH orders 
oF © Meatanis Stabe Sepety Gens Gnten WSs far hise was het and The sereate 
wee taken ever by the State. 


Suow conditions at the end of the month indivate that 1% will be neces- 
sary to begin some fweding of the Lawsr baffale herd early in January. 


The Lindted seasures taken in November to control the large sun- 
ber of ¢ in the Memeoth area were effective until early December shen 
they again becane mmerous at Mamoth ox well as in the vicinity of the Lamar 
Ranger Station, The feurteen~year-old aon of one of the employees reported 
that his being up « tree arevented his being attacked by « coyote in the Nan~ 
moth aren. it Lanay 1% was necessary to canatruct « fonee around the elk 
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onronsaee %6 stop the coyetus fron feeding on and damaging the carcasces 
before they could be shipped. 


, Z ie ly the end of jocweber approximately 4900 elk had 

m } northern Yollowstene herd by hunters in open territory 
north of the yarite This probably ie the largest hunting £111 recorded sines 
i192) but ao accurate figures for thet season are available. ‘The early crusted 
condition of the snow and frequent storms which inereased enow depths coneid- 
erably resuited in on wumusually heavy movement of elic from the park and wade 
the large hunters’ take possible. “Useoline rationing and «a shortage of spert~ 
ing amwunition hae net prevented hunters fron waking long trips te reach the 
hunting territory. 


A tatel od 166 elk were sheokwd by Ideho offieiale 
peARE Tjacont to the Beohler fiver Mietriet of the park. Game 
officials eatinated the total will in thet ares at 200 which ie unusaeliy 
large for that seoticn. 


A newspaper revert stated that approximately 4O00 elk wore taken by hunters 
frea the Jactsan Sole or southern herd during the “yoming hunting sensen which 
elosed on Acvember 15. Awe previously reported, tie hunters’ Fill in the Galla- 
tin area waa Li77] wien the season closed om Sevenber 1]. Wo report haa been 
rewelved on the i141 in the Gheshone National Yorest which is east ef the park. 


ik Redwetion Operations. Ssiaughter of vik om the open range in the park 

arted for tie first time an pecenber 12 and by the end of the month a total 
af 515 had been taken. of this sumbor 190 were slictted to the various indian 
Agensies and 117 te the Stete of Yontana Pieh and Geese Department crews wich 
begen operations on Levenber Lu. 


Shioments te Indian Agencies were au follows: 


Pump ber Rate 
themawm Indian School i 12/19/ig 
Crow Ayensy 59 12/2, /ig 
Fort Gelinap Ageney 15 ae 
Chemawa Indian Schoo] 


Cheyenne iver Agency . ‘ 
ce ey tence tran amas’ ree 1 en tnt tute 
and leter icaded on care for rail shisment. 


Here. 


A&® She end of the month twe crews wore opereting fron hesdqeerteres at Lemar 
and Tower falls and tho operation extends fron seven niles below the northeast 
gute to within five niles of Memmcth. Too intensive sheeting in any aie ares 
hee preven unsatisfactery since the elk do not come beok to the vicinity of the 
road where they are accessible. Deep snow prevents carrying on operations «t 
any distance from the Aighway since it ie not possible to get the butchering 
orewa to the careasues and te drag the dreaned animals to the rond. Actusl ox- 
perience bas elao dewonstrated the necessity for using suitable rifles end 
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